He was then succeeded by his son, Mujahid Shah, then nineteen years
of age. He possessed the most majestic appearance among1 all the princes of
his line. He began his reign, which extended only to four years, by demand-
ing from the Raja of Vijyanagar, Raichur, Modukal and other places lying
in the doab between the rivers Krishna and Tungabhadra, which were a
constant cause of contention between the rival Hindu and Muhammadan
powers. The demand was refused and a war was the consequence. Mujahid
marched against Vijyanagar. A bloody battle took place in which, it is said,
40,000 Hindus fell; but the loss of the Muhammadans was so great that the
king did not think it prudent to r.emain longer where he was. He was
assassinated while returning home. Dawood, the murderer of Mujahid,
was on the throne for only a month and a half as he was, in turn, murdered.

Mujahid's son, Muhammad, then ascended the throne in the year 1378
A. D. and preserved peace with as much zeal as his predecessors had
persevered in war. Peace was made with Vijyanagar.

He encouraged literature and arts. He led a simple and abstemious
life and said that kings were only trustees of divine wealth. When famine
broke out, he employed 10,000 bullocks to bring gram from Guzerat and
Malwa. The most memorable event of his government was the invitation
he sent to the poet Hafiz in Persia to come and reside at his Court. The
king died in 1397 A. D. after a reign of 19 years and was succeeded by his
two sons whose reigns did not exceed 6 months.

Feroz Shah, son of Hussain Dawood, now ascended the throne. His
reign, and that of his brother, which extended, unitedly, to 37 years, are
considered by historians as marking the most prosperous period in the
history of the Bahamani dynasty. Feroz conducted twenty four Campaigns a'nd
considerably enlarged his dominions. His attention, like that of his pre-
decessors and successors, was directed to the Raja of Vijyanagar whom he
repeatedy attacked, taking several forts, including those of Bankapur and
Pangal. The King of Vijyanagar was compelled to make peace in 1406 and by
the terms his daughter was given in marriage to the Sultan and'a large indem-
nity was paid. Feroz was a great patron of learning and built an obser-
vatory. He indulged in a plurality of wives and filled his harem with
beautiful women selected from thirteen different races. He made a point of
copying sixteen pages of the Koran every fourth day. He died in 1422 A.D.

Ahmed Shah Wali, or " the Saint/' then ascended the throne of his
brother. He invaded Vijyanagar with a large army. Devaraya, the king of
Vijyanagar, was compelled to sue for peace and :agree to pay all arrears of
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